6th September 2020

Parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Served by the Faversham with Teynham

Carmelite

Friars Whitefriars, 35 Tanners Street, Fa\
Tel . 01795 5324409 faver shama@r
Website www. whitefriarsfaver sl

This weekend we move back to the church for Sunday Mass

VIRTUAL PARISH OFFICE

The physical Parish Office is closed until further notice

Emails to the Parish Email address
will still be received and answered.

Parish Email:
faversham@rcaos.org.uk

We continue to have phone contact through
the usual number

Parish Phone:
01795 532449
We will keep parishioners regularly updated via our
Parish Website
www.whitefriarsfaversham.org
Parish Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/OLMCFaversham

MASS INTENTIONS 23RD WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

Sat 5 6.00 pm Jo Clark - Wellbeing

Sun 6 9.30am John & Gloria Barnes (Anniversary)
11.00 am Parish

Mon 7 10.00 am Oliver Scallon, RIP

Tue 8 10.00am Mr. & Mrs. Mifsud Intention

Wed 9 10.00am Owen & Adelyne Fitzpatrick (Ann.)

Thurs 10 10.00 am Geraldine Castellino, RIP

Fri 11 10.00am Maisie Mayne, RIP & family

Sat 12 10.00 am Special Intention

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS

Ezekiel 33:7-9

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as fol-
lows: ‘Son of man, | have appointed you as sentry
to the House of Israel. When you hear a word from
my mouth, warn them in my name. If | say to a
wicked man: Wicked wretch, you are to die, and
you do not speak to warn the wicked man to re-
nounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, but |
will hold you responsible for his death. If, however,
you do warn a wicked man to renounce his ways
and repent, and he does not repent, then he shall
die for his sin, but you yourself will have saved your
life.”

Romans 13:8-10

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual
love. If you love your fellow men you have carried
out your obligations. All the commandments: You
shall not commit adultery, you shall not kill, you
shall not steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are
summed up in this single command: You must love
your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one thing
that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why it is
the answer to every one of the commandments.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does some-
thing wrong, go and have it out with him alone, be-
tween your two selves. If he listens to you, you have
won back your brother. If he does not listen, take one
or two others along with you: the evidence of two or
three witnesses is required to sustain any charge. But
if he refuses to listen to these, report it to the com-
munity; and if he refuses to listen to the community,
treat him like a pagan or a tax collector.

Matthew 18:15-20

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth
shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you
loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on
earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to
you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three
meet in my name, | shall be there with them.’




Watchmen should warn

Ezekiel the prophet borrowed an image from war and its
threat to national survival. He knows that a people un-
der threat needs its sentries. The real threat that sentry
Ezekiel sees, is not an attack from without, but failure of
the community from within, a breakdown that leads to
death. The danger that he must warn about is the threat
of sin. This warning of Ezekiel is not directed to the com-
munity as a whole but to the individual within it. Individ-
ual responsibility takes on a new force in his message.

Our own era too is preoccupied with problems of na-
tional and international peace and security. For us, the
watchman on the city wall is no longer a
sufficient form of security. Our world
leaders feel the need of sophisticated
“early-warning” devices, so that our
peace hangs upon a balance of terror.
The threat of our times is no longer the
fall of a city but an international holo-

The
gospel of Christ
is that life and

peace come from

personal state structures. The Church is not called to be
mega-corporation.

Individuals who are perplexed by their own failures or
oppressed by the weaknesses of others, need a commu-
nity that does not drive them further into isolation but
one which calls them through forgiveness and love into
the life of fellowship. Living in this fellowship does mean
that we owe debts to one another, and as Paul reminds
us today the only obligation that ultimately counts is the
debt of love we owe one another.

This reconciled community will be an
effective sign to the world not because it
creates a superficial harmony, but be-
cause it faces the reality of sin in itself. It
finds forgiveness as the solution to this
threat. Renewal of the ministry of recon-
ciliation in the Church increasingly takes

faith in God the form of communal services of pen-
caust. . S .

nd the doin ance. All sin, even individual sin, affects
When Ezekiel preached, he was a pris- a g the community and reconciliation must
oner in enemy territory and he could of his will. include the community.

warn that it was not external force, but
the enemy within, that is the real threat
to life. That enemy is sin, the abandon-
ment of God. It is the prophetic role of
the Christian community to continue this
preaching (even if its voice is treated like
something coming from foreign soil.) The
gospel of Christ is that life and peace
come from faith in God and the doing of
his will. This gospel calls us to repentance
but is no mere denunciation of sin. Christ
brought the gift of reconciliation and life.
How might we as a community be a sign
of what we proclaim, a repentant commu-
nity that has found the life and peace
offered by Christ?

Today’s readings confront us with two
aspects of the question. Firstly, the need
for a sense of individual responsibility in
the way of conversion. Ezekiel certainly
made it clear that the individual is ad-
dressed by the Word of God calling for
repentance. There is no way out of this
personal responsibility.

But all of this should not be seen simply in
terms of what the individual owes to the
community. The whole Church is called to
be supportive of each person who seeks
reconciliation. This is especially important
in a world where so many people feel
threatened by the alienating force of im-
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For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
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there am | in the midst of them.

The only obligation that ultimately counts is the debt of love we owe one another.



MARRIAGE

THE LIFELONG JOURNEY OF
LEARNING T0 LOVE LIKE CHRIST

Happy Anniversary!

We congratulate and wish a very Happy Anniversary
of Marriage to two exemplary couples.

Ron and Christine Glister

celebrate their Golden Anniversary
on 5th September.

John and Gloria Barnes

celebrate their Diamond Anniversary
on 10th September.

Ron and Christine on their wedding day




SUNDAY MASS IN THE CHURCH FROM 5TH SEPTEMBER

We renew our thanks to parishioners who have been With the likelihood of less predictable weather, from
able to return to Sunday and weekday Mass. It has 5th September there will initially be three Sunday Mass-
been a real blessing to be together again and to cele- es in the church:

brate our identity as a community of faith.

Since being permitted to resume public Mass, our Sun- SATURDAY 6.00 PM

day celebrations have been in the garden. The feedback SUNDAY 9.30 AM & 11.00 AM
about this arrangement has been positive. We estimat-

ed that two Sunday Masses (9.30 & 11.00 am) in the Clearly, space will be more limited and it will be even
garden, each with a capacity of 60 spaces, might be more important, as far as possible, to register in ad-
sufficient. Our calculation has proven to be correct. vance to avoid disappointment. We also ask that pa-

Since the resumption of public Mass, each Sunday about rishioners try to be flexible. We may need to spread

80 people have congregated. Others are notyetableto ~ °V€' t'he whole week, so that everyone who wishes can
join us for a variety of understandable reasons. We look partlc.lpate at MaTss. Than!< you .for your Sl:IppO.rt, Uittt
forward to welcoming them later. standing and patience during this challenging time.

PLEASE HELP BY REGISTERING FOR MASS BEFOREHAND

Beth Durkin

When you pray, remember in your heart Beth Durkin
who died on 28" August. Beth had been struggling with
cancer. Now we pray that she may be at peace and find
a loving welcome from our compassionate God. Please
do continue to pray for her husband Mark and their two
daughters. Please also pray for parishioners Linda and
Paul Durkin as they support this young family. Beth’s
funeral is on Friday, 11th September.

Daphne Tucker

In your kindness, when you pray please remember
Daphne Tucker who died on 19th August. We offer our
condolences to her husband, Laurie, and their devoted
family. Before they moved from Faversham, Laurie and
Daphne lived near the Creek. Despite her illness, Daph-
ne always greeted visitors with a beautiful smile and
great warmth. May she rest in peace and rise in glory.

PLEASE PRAY FOR the sick and housebound: Audrey Bampton, Angela Band, Gloria Barnes, Shelagh Bradley,
Margaret Bridgen, Paule Cailleau, Bill and Millie Castelino, Wendy Coley, Bob Costa, Baby Olivia Durkin, Michael Earls,
Anthony Freed, Carol Gostling, Jeanne Harvey, Jackie Hitchcock, James Kilcoyne, Janet MacKay, Ruth Mackay, Barnaby
Marchant, Terry Newbery, Margaret Nicolas, Gail O’Connor, Joan O'Sullivan, Geraldine Paine, Julian Philips, Ann Rake,
Lola Rinvolucri, Mario Rinvolucri, Sadie Taylor, Helen Wilkinson and Ginny Woodroofe.

Please also remember in your prayers all those who have died recently, especially Beth Durkin, Daphne
Tucker, Sophie Rinvolucri, Denis Wood, Mary Henderson and Antony Roberts, and those whose anniversaries are
about this time including: Susy Richards, Anne Brown, Maurice Lewis, Raymond Turner, Carolyn Gabb, Agnes Riddle,
Eileen Higgs, Angela Roberts, Karen Woodcock, Kay MacDonald and Elizabeth Coffey.
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Season of Creation
1st September - 4th October
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PARISH FINANCES

We fully appreciate these difficult times.

- WEEKLY COLLECTION ENVELOPES -
These are now available for collection.

- STANDING ORDERS -
Some parishioners have asked about making their
regular contribution by Standing Order. If you would
like to do this, please send an email to
faversham@rcaos.org.uk asking for a form.
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from Joe Seramane)

Gather Online

Tuesday, 8th September at 4.00 pm
- VIRTUAL TEATIME -

An opportunity to catch up with other parishioners.
To join others, simply
click here

Every Saturday at 9.00 am

INTER-CHURCH HOPE PRAYER
Details at http://www.hopefaversham.org.uk

Our parish is served by a
Community of Carmelite Friars.
We pray for you daily. Please pray for us too.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85378841374

Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 8th September

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Temple, Edward Ardizzone

When and where Our Lady was born is not recorded by
the Evangelists. Most likely she was born about sixteen
years before the birth of Jesus, in the village of Nazareth,
where we meet her for the first time at the Annunciation
(Lk 1:26). After the Council of Ephesus in 431, when the
Blessed Virgin Mary was designated as Theotokos
(‘Mother of God’), devotion to her spread in the Western
Church. But well before that time, the joy of her birth
was warmly remembered and celebrated among the
Christians of Palestine.

A devotional Christian text, the Protevangelium of
James, probably written in the 2 century, tells how
Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anne, brought her to the
temple at a very early age. The feast of her birth would
be a good time to reflect upon the special graces sur-
rounding Mary’s birth. The author, probably a Palestini-
an Christian, narrates how her parents were eagerly
longing for a child. When eventually God granted her to
them, they wished to dedicate her, body and soul, to the
service of God in the Jerusalem temple.

She, who was to bring the Saviour into the world, would
be a loving tabernacle of flesh for the living God, since it

was in her womb, by the power of the Spirit, that the
incarnate Son of God was conceived and developed. As
his greatness would reach to the ends of the earth, so
(says the Protevangelium) the grace of God was visible
in his mother, from the beginning. According to this
text, when Mary’s father, Joachim, brought the custom-
ary offerings to the temple, he knew that the Lord had
blessed him; and he went down to his own house hap-
py. “And after nine months Anna bore a child. And she
asked the midwife: “What have | delivered?” and she
said: “A girl.” And Anna said: “My soul has been magni-
fied this day!” and she laid her down. And in due time,
Anna was purified, and she suckled the child and called
her name Mary.”

The deep driving force of Mary’s life was loving obedi-
ence to the will of God. This is the intention of all who
call themselves Christians, sharing in the very life of
Christ Jesus himself. The prelude to Christ’s arrival be-
gan with the birth of Mary, daughter of Joachim and
Anne. With delight we rejoice in the Lord who has been
good to us through this marvellous daughter of Israel.



Supporting Refugees in Northern France

We recently received this disturbing but also inspiring email from Emily Porro,
who is known by many parishioners, about her experience working with refugees in France

I hope you and all at the Parish are well!

I moved a month ago to work in Calais and Dunkirk
providing food and water for displaced people with
Calais Food Collective, a group that set up to respond
to this vital need during the pandemic when other
NGOs had to suspend their services.

My mum sent me the Parish newsletter and | was so
glad to see the support from the church on this ur-
gent issue - thanks so much for talking about it and
raising awareness!
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Because of this, | thought I'd get in touch to ask if
you would be interested in supporting the Collective
in any way - either with donations from collection, or
by continuing to spread awareness of what's hap-
pening here and how the Catholic community can
help. We are also desperately in need of food and
water donations as we transition from an emergency
pandemic response team to a long-term sustainable
service.

| know that the realities of the situation in Calais
often go unreported in UK media, and the circum-
stances here are really bleak. The Collective were
providing people with food supplies and cooking ma-
terials so communities could have autonomy and
make their own meals, but now police evictions and
harassment have escalated to the point that many
displaced people have been unable to settle in
camps and are sleeping rough on the streets.

In these challenging conditions our service is having
to adapt and change constantly, and we urgently
need support so that we can keep running.

I've attached a link to our fundraiser, and please let
me know if you're interested in supporting in any
way, or if you have any questions and want to talk
about this. | can also forward you our newsletter if
you'd like to learn more about what we do.

Thanks so much and very best wishes,

Emily Porro
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Calais Food Collective



https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/calais-food-collective-emergency

Your new face mask will help a refugee
Faversham and Villages Refugee Support Group are
supplying high quality, hand-sewn masks to World
Health Organisation specification.

Each mask has two layers of 100% cotton plus one
breathable layer, fused to one of the cotton layers,
thus reducing the bulk. There is a nose bridge insert
and an inner pocket for the optional additional pro-
tection of a tissue. Elastic is inserted into the two
side channels for you to knot according to your face
size. The knots can then be concealed within the
channel. . The masks are comfortable to wear and
fully washable, making them a good investment.
Care instructions are provided.

For more information, please phone 01795 538949
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Forgiveness

What happens when someone misbehaves and hurts
you? What should you do, punch ‘em out?

No. Jesus lays out a detailed plan in the Gospel about
how to help a person, especially in the Christian commu-
nity, who has done you harm. This strategy applies
whatever the damage was: saying unfair things behind
your back, embarrassing you in public, stealing, unfaith-
fulness, you name it.

First, go to the person and let her or him know that you
believe you have been hurt by what they did or said.
This is not an opportunity to “let my anger out,” to get
my rights, or worse, to hurt them in return. It is an
attempt to repair the relationship, no matter whose
fault it was. It is an effort to help, not hurt.

Of course, in Sunday’s story, Jesus is presuming that
there is a basis of love between you and the other per-
son. Another way to say it is that you are both members
of the church.

What if going to the person does not succeed?

Jesus says you should next take two or three witnesses
along. They will back you up if your interpretation of the
problem is correct. If the person still does not listen,
keep trying, he says. Tell the church. Continue to work
on it until the matter is smoothed out. Let truth and for-
giveness rule.

The underlying reason behind this whole strategy is hint-
ed at in the First Reading. There the Lord says that Ezeki-
el must speak out to a person when they are doing evil
and especially if they have been warned by the Lord.

The point is not to punish the them, or to turn Ezekiel

into a police interrogation unit. The point is to try and
help them back from the danger to their own self and to
the community. “Frighten the poor sheep back,” the
poet Hopkins puts it. You speak out.

A personal story. | had a terrible disagreement with a
colleague/friend a number of years ago. We were work-
ing together on a musical event and it seemed to each
of us that the other had done something unforgivable,
hurtful and unprofessional. Believe me, | do not know
who was right and who was wrong. But we spoke about
it one-on-one and gradually came back into each other’s
good graces. We remained very good friends.

still.

The same thing happened a number of summers later. |
was the one who “blew up” because of the wrongs |
absolutely knew were being done to me. | even sent a
peeved email. My friend sent a scorcher in return!

Then we worked together to create the event! We knew
instinctively what had happened. “We were both tired
and quite stressed out, weren’t we,” my friend said. “So
we each did our stressed-out thing. But we were both
trying to help the performance be wonderful.” As you
can guess, we remain great friends.

| think this is how it can work when Christians are “all
too human” and hurt each other. It is not a matter of
who broke the rules. All the rules are summed up in a
single saying. “You shall love your neighbour as your-
self.”

How good it is.

John Foley, SJ

Need the SVP? Tel. 07563 702033




